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The project on road I-Men-1-D,E, between 4.1 miles north of Forsythe Creek and Ridgewood Summit, was completed in
November of 1954. During the summer of 1955 an investigation was carried out by District I and Headquarters Laboratory
personnel to determine the causes of premature pavement failures. the findings of the investigation and recommendations are
included in a report titled, "An Investigation of the Causes of Distress Appearing in a Bituminous Surface Road in Mendocino
County," dated January 13, 1956.

Listed below are some of the conclusions from the above report:
1. There is free water present under the pavement after rains and seepage through the pavement is evidence that the

subdrainage system for the roadway is either inadequate or not functioning properly.
2. The C.T.B. is badly broken, permitting loads on the underlying soils greater than were anticipated in the design of the

structural section.
3. Deflections throughout the job were relatively high.
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